
With lockdown getting many back into reading, more books were sold in 2020 than 
in the past eight years. And, in December, Keira Andrews, 26, took the plunge and 

opened her bookshop, Reading Roots, in the Yorkshire town of Wetherby…

A day in  
     the life...

INTERVIEW JANE YETTRAM
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On the first Thursday of every month – 
if there’s no event on in the shop – I join 
The Booksellers Association’s Facebook 
coffee morning, putting myself on mute  
if I’m serving. 

 11.30am 
Today’s delivery arrives – I promise to  
get any book a customer wants by the 
next day.

My first delivery, just before opening, 
was very memorable. Sadly, in November, 
my 94-year-old grandad passed away from 
Covid-19. The funeral date ended up being 
the day I was due to open, so we put the 
opening back 24 hours. As I was going 
into the funeral, Oxfam, the shop next 
door, called saying there was a delivery for 
me. I explained I was at a funeral and they 
offered to take it in. When I got there later, 
I saw it was my entire stock and 2,000 
books were stacked up in Oxfam!

 1pm
I have my lunch behind the till. 

Until last week it was just me working 
here, but I’ve now hired Joe and Sam  
part-time. They will free me up from  
the till so I can get more things done.  
I chose them because they love books  
and understand that this is more than  
a bookshop. 

 2pm  
A publisher’s rep comes in to show me 
titles they’d like me to stock. I also research 
new releases every week. I only stock 
books I’d enjoy myself and try to read as 
broadly as possible. I’m not so confident 
with crime fiction as it’s not something I 
generally read. So, if I’m considering a title, 
I’ll look online to see how many reader 
recommendations it gets.

 3pm
I check how we’re doing with our latest 
idea – helping a primary school restock its 
library. Customers who want to donate a 
book can buy one from a wish list of 150 
titles – and after just a few days, 40 books 
have been donated!

My aim isn’t to make masses of money. 
It’s to make the bookshop a community 
centre. One elderly customer said I was 
the first person he’d spoken to in six 
months, so I’d love to do something with 
older people. I’m also considering turning 
a room upstairs into a reading room, so 
people can just sit and read and enjoy.

I’m always planning the next thing.  
I hope our first book club will be running 
soon, and maybe a writing club by 
September. My big goal is to start a 
literacy festival.

 4.30pm
A regular comes in to get the next in Lee 
Child’s Jack Reacher series. Locals say they 
want to support me, rather than using 
Amazon. Many people prefer a physical 
book to an e-book. You can enjoy it, pass 
it on and share that love – though e-books 
are good when travelling, or for enlarging 
the print if you have poor eyesight.

 5pm
Closing time. I cash up and clean up 
before locking the door and heading home.

It’s nice to be back in the north again. 
Reading is absolutely instrumental in 
helping people succeed in life and I saw 
this horrific statistic that a child in the 
north is three times less likely to go to 
university than a child in the south. We 
need to push literacy – and literature and 
publishing in general – in the north. 

 6pm 
I get home, make dinner and watch a 
movie with my housemates. We didn’t 
know each other before moving in, but get 
on really well. They’re all big readers too!

 11pm 
Bed time. I pick up Elodie Harper’s The 
Wolf Den. I’ve got one chapter to go and 
it’s fantastic! 

You can make friends through reading – 
just think how many people have bonded 
over Harry Potter. Crucially, it’s also a way 
to find solace, allowing us to escape into 
other lives – something we’ve all needed 
more than ever with the pandemic.

Check out Keira’s shop at  
www.readingroots.co.uk

 7am
Off for an early run before breakfast  
with a couple of my housemates. I live  
in a shared house with four others:  
a doctor, a lab technician, a social worker  
and a therapist.

I used to be a secondary school English 
teacher but, after moving back home  
to Yorkshire because of the pandemic,  
I decided to fulfil a long-time ambition  
to open a bookshop. It did cross my mind 
that a pandemic wasn’t the right time!  
So I asked myself whether I was prepared 
to lose my savings as I’d be using them  
to open the shop. And I decided the risk 
was worth it. 

Just eight weeks later, in early 
December, the shop opened. Amazingly, 
within two months I’d recouped  
my savings.

 9.15am
I jump in the car for the 25-minute drive 
to the bookshop. 

Opening within eight weeks was a big 
learning curve! My parents were a great 
help. Dad helped me build the bookcases 
and my sister, who was nine months 
pregnant, was there putting books on 
shelves before the opening.

As a young woman opening a business, 
some things were frustrating – like the 
heating engineer who’d always speak  
to my dad instead of me, and delivery  
men taking my mobile number from  
the paperwork.

 9.40am
I unlock the shop, turn off the alarm, pull 
up the blinds, and get the till ready.

It’s lovely being open properly. Three 
weeks after we launched, the third 
lockdown happened. I offered click and 
collect, but not many people knew about 
us yet. It was hard being in the shop, 

with sometimes only one person a day 
collecting an order.

On World Book Day, despite lockdown, 
I organised a free book tour for kids. Other 
businesses in Wetherby put a book cover 
in their windows, I drew a map, and kids 
and parents went out spotting the covers. 
About 180 children took part and each got 
a free World Book Day book.

 10am  
I turn the door sign to ‘open’ and 
a grandma comes in, asking for 
recommendations for her eight-year-old 
grandson. Teaching has given me a good 
awareness of children’s books and people 
often ask for suggestions, especially if their 
child is behind on their reading.

In a quiet moment, I do promotional 
posts on social media. Before becoming 
a teacher, I worked in publicity for a 
book publisher and it’s really come in 
useful – including for a scheme I ran to 
mark our 12-week anniversary. I decided 
to fundraise to give a free book to every 
local child on free school meals and my 
publicity experience helped get the word 
out. I was on the radio and in newspapers. 
Through crowdfunding we raised £1,200 
and gave books to 200 children. It created 
such a good vibe about the shop.

 10.30am
Local author Matson Taylor arrives to  
do a book-signing session for his novel, 
The Miseducation of Evie Epworth. 
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        Reading is  
        instrumental  
in helping people 
succeed in life

Keira’s bookshop (above) and books given to 
local children on free school meals (below)

Keira would like her 
bookshop to be a centre 

for the community


